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To the? Ript ' "He 
PHILIP tr 


My Lord, 
Humbly preſume to at ro- - 
your Honour this inſaing Trea=® 
tiſe,being well aſſured that | Si Joes 
nour is ot a temper of mind. finratle7 
to makeJudgment of higher Marts 
than what is offered to your, = 
and doubt not of your Hononrs 
reſentment of this boldnefs'* nd1 
he rather chuſe to appeaPto'y 7 hy 
| mn for —_ in this matrer,.. 
ot only becauſe of your great:wonhke. 
but fav” chi alſo Spird's Deſpuls 'y _ 
ty 'a, (written by Mr.” Thas: '- Me 5, S 
yas: dedicated unto ha Nap. 
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$10 hisBook i it doth and mayapj pt 
ind doth not afſiga any periat 
perſons thar are ouilty of the: 
af any be.) And how eaſoa b Ne. 
Bhat may be, I humbly offer to'y 


Fy The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
| Lordſhip: And this Treatiſe is to 
inquire after the Guilty, which Mr. 
James(I preſume)ought to aſſign,he 
being the perſon that doth accule ; 
But if he cannot (or do not whether 
he ought not as publickly to give ſa- 
| tisfaQtion, as he hath ſtained and a- 
| buſed us, I alſo commend to yourf h: 
 LordſhipsJudgment ? not doubting, ſſ 
| if your Lordſhip pleaſe to peruſe thisÞ/ 
| little fohowing Treatiſe, but that we of 
' may have juſtice done us, in and by 
” the approbation of your LordſhipsF,, 
| Opinion upon this caſe. I humbly: 
beg pardon for my boldneſs to yourſ © 
 Lordſhip,and that theſe lines may beÞ?* 
Wl. acceptable, which will I preſume, 

mightily oblige our Friends 1n ge- 
| neral,and greatly honour your poorſ,;, 
| unworthy ſervant, that heartily praysÞ,, 
. to:God for your Honours further 11-J 2: 
{ lumination 1n grace, that may end 1n 
- Eternal happineſs ; and beg the Ho- 
- Hour or iubſcribing my ſelf, without 
WOfence, Your Honours very humble and 
ks. - obedient Servant in the ſervice of Chri 
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READER! 


Courteous Reader, 


Here preſent unto thee the ſtate of the cafe 
I to be conſidered, Whether Mr. James 
bath been Fair (or unkind) in publiſhing to the 
world, and charging the Baptiſts with ſuch 
foul Crimes, as all ſober men may be aſhamed . 
of, a5 11 the following Diſcourſe yuu may 0b- 
ſerve. And that that is defared, is to make 
an impartial Fudgment of the Matter without 
reſpect to Perſons, but to the Truth it ſelf. The 
great end of this Diſcourſe, is to find out the 
Offenders that did buſy themſelves to catch a 
poor Man 1:1 deſpair, to make a Proſelyte of 
bm to a Patty, New Ar. James doth jay * 
it was the Baptiſts. Ad our great inquiry. 
1s to find out who they are (of them) ;, for ti 
then, the Scandal lyes upon the wi:ole : and bow 
unreaſonable that is, the Reader may jutdge. 
But if Mr. James will ajjipn the perſon or per- 
ſons that are Guilty, the Controverſy may 
the eaſter be decided. Let Lim only with- | 
draw bis general Charge, and that as publick- 
ly as he bath laid it. And whether it be not ; 
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To the Render: 


re: reaſcnable, let the Reader judge, But if Ay, 
James jhoz 'd ve guilty, be it ſo; if any otor 
be, 2. James t: "at doth accuſe, muſt find 
them out ; if ve cannot, what a ſhameful 
pickle is hem, Of enders of this kmd, ought 
tn be de: alt with by the Church : . and I do aſſure 
you, 1} any of the Baptilts as appear to be 


| wy : ; th:yfhll be dealt with by the Rule of 


Gods Werd. If 217. James be guilty, the 
Courch be belongs t6o, 0, Aquits themſelves well 
to do the |. ame. We the Baptiſts defare, that 
all ſuitable means :nay be uſed for the accomo- 
dation of Peace wit Truts, and no true peace 
can be without it, And wherein I many any 
ways contribute tnereunto, by the Bleſſing « j 
God, and the Aſſiſtance of bis Holy Spirit, 

hope to be ready, as the matter may require, of 
gin ſuch as may be more fit, wfich I hope 
may be acceptable, But if all this will not 


dr, it is to be feared, he 1s of the Riggideſt ſort 


of Prezbitery , and no Man need ſay worſe. 
t a ſweeter and cooler temper, becomes and 
oa ns the Truth. Alb which I refer to the 
Tudgment of the Realer, and heartily pray 
God, that Innocency may prevail, and that 
all corrupt Practices may be ſubdued. 


I am your Servant 
in the ſervice of Chriſt, 


W. 
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roy Mr.Tho.James,Miniſter of the Goſpel F 
0 U0e | 
le of (as he ſtiles himſelf ) at 4bford 10 KENT, . 


= To that Part of his Book, 
ta} SPIRA'S Deſpair Revivd. 
Ken VVherein 


He hath manifeſtly expoſed- the Brytized 
1 Churches, or ſome of them, 4s much as 1 
+ 10] im lyeth, to ſcorn and repro. wh; by evil 
Suggeſtions, and falſly charging them, as 
hope | Pill appear in the followinging Diſcourſe. 


any 


1) He that is firſt in his own Cauſe, ſeemeth | 
fort juſt, but his Neighbour cometh, and | 
rſe.| fearcheth him, Prov. 18. 17. 


the -H FX 
bray To Mr. Thy. James. 


Ror!hy $- i R, 
Hatever your Ends and Aims were itt 
ſetting forth thoſe Trazicai Inſtances; 


iv your Book, we cannot but tuke Notice, thar 
A 4 ſome. 
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*h 8 
' Tome Tart of your Matter was to ridicu'e, a: d 
repreſert t1- Anabaptiſts, (or Beptiſts as yog 

fay, they rather chuſe to call themſelves) t9 

the world as a very weak mafipid People; 

and yet crafty. and i19duſtrious to catch Mea 

in Deſpair, to make a Porty ; Bur,-1s not this 

evil ſurmizing,”- and ſenforiouſly refle&ing on 

the Inrocent ?: Pray }*t your Moderatio: be bnown 
©zruto all Men, Phil, 4. 5. and recall your raſh 
| Milca riage : Or, if yon plead Juſtification ro 
wha: you have afficmcd, then we do demand 
yo.r Proof of th- Matter, and that you afſtign 
ths perſon or pericas that you ſay are Guilty 
{it any be,) a»d.yer it is very hard and un- 
kind, to beſpatter us all with the Miſcarriage 
Or a perion or perſons (if any ſuch be:) 
For ſhould we retaliate by way o Diſcrim- 
mination, we might allign many very groſs 
and no oriovs Faults very Criminal, even 1n 
many of your Teachers; But -to render rat'- 
ing for railing is rot Chriſtian-like, VVe had 
much rather over-come Evil with Good; an1 
had not you puvlick y ftaine4 us upon Record, 
we might have born jt; or hal it been only 
out of the Lewd an41 vain Peoples Mouths, 
we might have takes ir patiencly. Bur for 
Mr. 7ames (that makes a fair ſhew of Religion, ) 
to deal chu; by us, we may ſay with David, 
Pfal. 55. 12. For it was not an Enemy that vt 
proached me, thin could I þave born it ; ntithir 
was it he that hatred me, that did magnifie hin 
ſeif again} m!; But onz that pretcnds great 
Reformation in Religion, and calis us his fel- 
low Diſſenters, nay ſome of us his worthy g-od 
Friends, pious, and judicious; and yet ſuch are 
-- not excmpted from this fqul Calumny, Nor 
| . i 


_ 4 : 
_ 


OMA -a AQ ye f190|A Fr 19 © 063 6g) =_- wn 


a ww - 8 w rr 


mp nds woot wary 


ant 
:ord, 
only 
uths, 
t for 
on, ) 
1vid, 
þ YO 
TH, 
h1he 
7reat 

fel» 
2-00 
1 are 
Nor 
j 


= 3 , 
4 % 


K > 4 


[9] 
It ſeems, did you give any fatisfation to' cuy 
Fr end> at 4{bford, when thc; 'atrended- you 
after the publiſhing of 1our Buck ; but rather 
aggravated the Crimes (chat we doubt nor | ut 
to alſign wherein you are Guilty) by a peeviih 
and uneven Carriage towards them, who have 
waited lo ig fince for ſatisfaftion ; ani none 
being given, or like to be, extorts thele lines : 
and as the caſe ſtands, we cannot well avoiÞ 
publiſhing ro the world your unfair Dealing, 
And we hope, and dou_.t not, but to ſupport 
our Innocency, 

For Firf, we utterly diſclaim the obtaining 
of Proſelytes, as you moſt unworthily do ſug- 
geſt, and repreſent us to do, - 

and Secon1ly, if any perſon or perſons have 
been {o weak /or worſe) they qught 10 be ad» 
moniſhed for it; and we defire you to allizn 
the Guilty, that we may clear our ſclves of 
this ſou! Scandal, er elſe we preſume all 1s a 
fition of your own brain, and with a malitious 
deſign to beſpatter and abuſe us. 


Yet we ſhould be glad of any Recaſoneble 
Demonſtration that it is not lo, and would wile. 
I'ngly underſtand you in the true Senſe you do' 
intend it, Such Charity need you not doubt of 
from us in Genera), as allo in particular from, 


Sir, Yours to ſerve on 1n all 
Chritiian Dutics wherein 1 way, 


Toba Wells. 
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| A TOW we ſhall take notice of fome Paſſages 


[. 10 ] 


'jin your book. In the fourth Se&ion in 
the 3gth, page, to the 46:h, wherein you labour 
to ſet forth, how we contributed to rhe Poor 
Man's Afﬀiiftion, in Deſpair 5 and tell us thus, viz. 
*« Once I was called to a Man in our Neigh- 
** tourhood, one A, AM, whoſe condition was 
« deplorable, and the occaſion of his Trouble as 


| ©* ſtrange, and his end as lamentable, by laying 
| * yjolent hands on himlelf, :nd deſtroying his 
| © own Life, And then you further tell us oc 
\ the Diſcourſe you had with him, and what you 
' adviſed him too; bur it ſeems ir was all in vain; 
' for your Diſcourſe, Prayer and Advice did not 
' give him any help or eaſe, Bur you ſay, vt, 
| « aft. r. ſome Diſcourfe and Prayer, I adviſed 


« according to my weak Judgment, what courſe 


| *to take, and what means to uſe, referring him 
' «Kor his Body to a Phyſitian, and ſo departed, 


Fizff, we obſerve, that you were the only 


, Man that viſited, diſcourſed, and adviſed this 
\- poor Man in his deplorable Eſtate; and when 
| you had done what ſeemed meet un.o you, 


you deparred. - So that it ſeems you had all 
the opportunity that was neceſſary to adviſe, 
admoniſh, and inſtruct him, bur could nor make 
a Profelyte of him: Yet you condole him, and 


complain of ſome that you ſay, who finding 


the poor Man in this Trouble, thought ro make 
a Proſelyte of him; and how this may appear 


'*we muſt furrher examine; -nd to repeat your 
| own words, they are thus, viz, © Bur I would 
<< what follows had rot hapned; tho' I] do not 


* charge the miichiet abiotute)y upon the Par- 
* ties to be. mentioned, yer tis pity they aQ- 


© ed fo inconſiderately, and did ſo much wreng.f 
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Reply Firſt, As you would what 'had followed 
had not happened ; what ſober Man «onld'inot 
zour | haieibeen of that mind ? But Second}y, ' you 
Poor | fay, tho' you do not charge the Miſchief 4bfſ6- 


lutely upon the parties to be mentioned, We 


"xz 
py - 
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lol defire to know how much of the iſchief is 
was | abſolutely upon the parties, and who tneſe par- 


e 2 ties be? And Thirdly, 'Tis pity, ( ſay v04,) the 
' ated (0 ;incor:ſiderately, and did ſo KL, 


in 

ge - Did ſo much wrong ; is not that charging ſome 
. 0; | Milphief abſolutely? Doubtleſs ir 's, And 
you | therefore ro knoy how much wrong and mif- 
ains | chief was done to this poor Man (if any;) and 


not | by whom 1s our great Inquiry, Mr. 7ames 
was the Man chiefly concerned with him 'in his 


UTs 
bow harry and trouble of mind; but to the end 
arſe | Þe may not be thought remiſs, and the better 
him | £9 ſeem clear, he finds out ſome"to be men 
ted, | tioned, that he ſays did ſo much wrong : anc 
only atligns- a ſort of people that would ;proſe'yt 
this | him, and the manner of doing it : . and hoi 
then | . hey puzzled afreſh his weak diſturbed Head 
you Which take in his own words thns, viz, © Ther 
' al f| © were a ſort of people about him, who find 
viſe, | *f ing the poor Man in this Troubee, though 
ke fro make a Profelyte of him, and preſent] 
and} © fare in, and told .him, his way -to have peat 
ling '* and comfort was to be Dipped,” that his 1 
akell © ant Baptiſm was of no value, and not ro | 
_ « truſted in as any thing yielding ſpiriual profi 
our © 20d comfort. With this New Dodtrine the 


«puzzled afre{h his weak difturbed Head, 

Reply Firſt, what ſort of people were the 

that. were about him? -and who are they -whi 

finding this poor Man in this- trouble, thoug 

t9 make- a proſcyte of -him ? 'ﬆt 700008 
a 


_— [127]. 
' aſfign the perſons that did this, it muſt be 
concluded to ' be an evil Suggeſtion of your 
own : and becauſe you could not proſelyte him 
to your ſelf, you are diſturbed at others, Se- 
condly, You do ſay, they preſently fate in with 
| him, and rold him, his way to have peace and 
; comfort was to be Dipped, Now this Mr, 
| Fames doth poſſitively charge vpon them; and 
| therefore he mnſt hear or ſee this done, or elſe 
' he hath publiſhed he knows not what, And 
| Thirdly, Th-t his Infant Baptiſm was of no, va- 
\ Jue, and not to be truſted jn as any thing 
; yielding ſpiritual profit and comfort, The 
| rruth is, if any Man ask the Queſtion wherher 
\ .1t doth or no, it muſt be anſwer'd in the Ne» 
gative, Burt that his way to haye peace and 
| comfort was to be Dipped without any other con- 
| fideration, is very improbable that any ſhould 
| be ſo weak as toadviſe it, Nor does it appear 
, that any did, but by- an evil} ſurmiſe of your 
; own. And jt ſeems if they could not admir 
that his Infant Baptiſm would yield him. any 
; ſpiritual profit or comfort, this new DoQ- 
\rine (as youcall ir, meaning Vipping) mult needs 
; puzzle a freſh his weak difturbed Head. Bur 
| that Dipping ſhould be a New Dodtrine in 
{your eſteem, ſeems ſtrange tro us: or that any 
that pretenc's to be a Miniſter of the Goſpel 
(and eſpecially a ©cholar) ſhould ſo atfirm, 
For you cannot be 1groranr, but that Baptizo 
to Pip, "and 1S zllowd and approved to 
ſo by the Lex:cons, Ditiionaries, and all approve 
xd Authors that are Orthodox, an. its rare 
to find a Schclar ſo weak as rot for to allow 
Me, . Por Sprinkling of Infants is indeed a New 
PoGitinz, a Seriprurcleſs thing, that is not 10 
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be found from the beginning of Genefss. ro the 
end of the Revelations z and it 13 probable this 
poor Man might be Tenfible of thatz for he 
was a Hearer of the Baptiſts ſome Years before 
he ever heard Mr. James: And therefore 1t5 
very probable Mr, Zames might very much puzzle 
his weak diſturbed head, 1f he preſt him ro be- 
lieve his New DoErine of Sprinkling of Infants, 
or that his infant Baptiſm would yield him 
any ſpiritual profit or comfort: Fhis- might 
puzzle him indeed, and faith Mr. Zames, 
« Whereas the poor Man ſtood 1n need of ſo- 
«lid Inſtruction ſuirable ro his-Malady 3 eſpe- 
© cially, that the Devices of Satzn ſhould be laid 
« open to him, and his jgnorant Mind inſtru&- 
«ed in thoſe Scriptures by him perverted ; and 
« the DoErine of God in Chriſt cleared to him, 
«Inſtead of ſuch Applications, they bufily in» 
*fuſed this Notion, and this preſently filled 
«him with a new Diſorder, E 
Firſff, We grant this poor wretch ſtood in 
need of ſolid Inſtruttions ſuitable to his Mala- 
dy, as ycu ſay; Bur was this ſolid and ſuita- 
ble to his Malady, to 1nſtrut him, and make 
im believe, his Infant Baptiſm was comforta- 
ble and profitable to him? MNo: This was 
erverting, of the <Ecripture, which might very 
eaſenably puzzle his weak Head ; for- had he 
tudied thew, and read them all over, he 
ou} never have found Sprir{ling -or Baptizing 
f Infants there; and to be wiſe above what 
s written, mighr very well put him into con. 
whon 3 which {as you ſay) you conld better gutſs 
1x expreſs. But you could do-neich-r of them 
ell, as eyery Reader may judge that 1s con- 
erate, ; " 
Ang _ 
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+ *-And thus was he hurried in his Mind, and 


' , or by your Inſtruction 3 which if he were, yo! 


James, tho' he complyed not with it, . And 


C143 


fuffered (it is probable) nor a little, by that 
blind Zeal of yours, or Scriptureleſs Notion, 
And further ſay you, viz. © Now he queſtionedſ 
« his Religion, and doubts of his Opinion andf ;.” 
&« Principles, he was in no con:lition to Confi- 
« der of thoſe 1mportant Matters, and vet he "M 
« dared not defiſt; This became a new Mat-ff ; 
« rer of confuſjen, and how great it was, I was 
& better able to gueſs than to expreſs ir, and 
&« leave every Reader to jadge: Thus was he 
& hurried in his mind, and [uffered not a little 
* by this blind and inconſiderate Teal ; at laf 
«it ended in a perfe&t Dittraftion. [ Aud th 
* poor Man cut his Throat.] - 

Reply, As to his queſtioning his Religion, and 
doubts of his Opinion and Principles, we kno 
not that ever he-were ſetled in any, unleſs you 
had ſerled him in yours, by hearing of you 


beſt know. Or how he came to be unſetlec 
you that were converſant with him, may bet 
ter give an Account than we, For tho? ht 
were a Hearer ſome Years amongſt us, befor 
Mr. 7ames came into thele parts, yet he neve 
was ſetled with us; For we 1eceive no Pri 
ſelytes upon ſuch eaſy rerms as Mr. 7ames dot 
ſuggeſt, or as Mr. 7ames himſelf doth, Fc 
coul4 we receive them. by virtue of their be 
ing <prinh/ed in their Infancy, we Might mul 
tiply to much greater Numbers than we « 
Burt if Mr. James ſhouid alledge his 1nfants Sprint 
ling or Baptiſm, as a ſpirirual profit and col 
forr.ro him, this might hurry his Mind ; | 
he had been better raught before he knew 
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C15 ] 
that ſalve of Sprinkling m his Infancy were ap- 
plyed to him for his {piritual :Sore, ie mighe 
very well Diſtra& him, and he ſuifer nor a hteſe 
by fuch 1nconſiderate and blind Zeal. And 1t 
js to be lamented, that the poor. Man ſhould 
"Ecut his Throat, and that ſuicable means had not 
been uſed both for Body ard Soul. But Mr. 
7ames is mightily ro be ſuſpeRed, that he had 
no ſuitable Salve for his ſpiritual Sore; tor ir 
ſeems to me by tlie Account I have, That ths 
Man had not been at the Baptifi Mzrezing for 
'Flome Years; bur falling into Trouble of Mind, 
and in an unſerrled ſtate, returns to hear the 
Baztiſts, Ar which Mr. 7ames beſturs himſelf, to 
perſuade him, That his Infant Baptiſm was true 
Baptiſm, and to go to Town to Board, and make 
uſe of a Phyſician of his own way, and to hear 


"Fhim, which was done; but the poor man grew 


weary, not liking the means that was uſed : 
LY And it ſeems, and as he told his Sifter, Thar 
Jehey were in a conſult what ro do about him 

(one Day ; ) and unexpetted to them, he over- 
'Yheard them, an one ſaid, He was #1 love; and 
Janotber ſa1!, Ae had not .&+ dram of true Graces 
But he hearing this, it made an addition to his 
weak diſturbed Head, and pets away, and re- 
Flares. the matter to his Siſter, and ſo waxes 
worſe and worſe, till at laſt he ends his life, 
{Now if this be fo, then all this {iur to beſpat- 
ter the Baptifts, is to clear your ſelf, Eur you 
. Fare the more 1nrangled, and aje taken in the 
Eonare you Jaid; and TI - could wiſh there had 
Fbecn no occafion to diſcover ir. But you tell 
Mus, 017 *Tis biſides my purpoſe t0-mabr Reflexion 
apon Pinſons of, any Opinion, or Perſuaſion in Reli- 
$g'0n, br{ide Atheiſts, And yet you- very m_ 

bo, 3 ” , x tb 


[16 ] 


tily do it in the nexr breath ; and that the 
world may be. ſure to know who you mean, you 
repeat the Name Anabaptiſts, as you falfly put 
upon them; and ſay, What they rather chu{ 
to call themſelves Baptiſts, But to uſe your oyn 
words, you ſay thus, viz, © The Anabaptifts, or 
«the Baptifts, as they rather chuſe to cal 
« themſelves, are Men to whom I bear no ſuch 
« srudge or envy, as to bring up any evi 
* Report upon them, as a Calumny, or unju 
« Accuſation ; * God forbid, that whilſt 1 a 
« writing for Chriltianity, I- ſhould a& ſo con 
© trary to one of its Principles, as to do thur 

Reply, Pray Sir, who can. be ſo blind as not 
to ſee you do thus: Firſt, withour any reſpeR 
to any particular perſon or perſons, but tn gene 
ral the Anabaptilts or Baptifts, &rc. And Second 
Iy, You flatrer and pretend you bear no, ſuck 
Grudge or Envy, as to bring up any evil Re 
port upon them as a Calumny, and unjuſt Accu 
ſation, and become guilty as in Exodus 23. I. Tho 
(alt not raije a faiſe Report. But this you have 
done like the Enemies of God : Report ſaid thiy 
and we will report it, Jer. 20.10. Sir, 1t is 0% 
grief unto us, that we are forced to diſcrimmiſſ#is 
nate upon you, to ſhew your weakneſs, and tha»: 
is roo apparent 3 Pray God it be no worſe. Buying] 
you ſurther- ſay, 27%, © They are Chriſtians, an{You! 
« will 1 doubt not eſpouſe this cauſe of our Lor{Jothi 
«with my ſclf, and there are ſome of them myJ#s t 
« worthy good Friends, pious and judiciouſDiſc 
« perſons z but this I muſt publiſh upon this ſajand 
« occaſion, (and I pray God the Guilty woulhav: 
« confider it:) If a Man or Woman come unfſÞ: t 
« der trouble of mind, and they ſpy it out, 6 
,* jf any one newly be joyned to their, felloy 
"227" de | | « Diſſent 


WOT 


\ 


un 
-_ > 


us 


« Diſſenters-of other Opinions, 1mmediately they 
« ſet upon them, thinking thar now Is their ttme 

«to profelyte them to their Party. | 
Reply, Sir, what Flatrery is this! or rather 
Sophiſtry, to make a thing ſeem to-be what ir 
is not. Will you pretend Chriſtian Friendſhip, 
and ſcem to eſteem us your worthy good-Friends, 
i pious and judicious, and yer at the fame time, 
iſrell us, You mult publiſh us to*'be otherwiſe, to 
ſhew how Guilty your pious. judicious Friends 
have heen, as you are pleaſed ro ſuggeft. For 
Firſt, If a Man or Weman ( jay you ) be in trou- 
ble of mind, and they ſpy it out:; Here youre= 
preſent us as a ſubril cunning people, to ſpy 
I our: ſuch as are in trouble of mind; and rake 
that opportunity to proſelyte them to a party. 
econdaStconaly, When they are newly joyned to their 
Eicllow Diſſenters, then is the time to get a Pro- 
ſelyte. And theſe are your pious judicious Friends, 
for whom you pretend a great Eſteem. Are 
you. not like thoſe in David's time, Pſal. 55, 
| haveſ20. 21. that put forth his hands againſt ſuch 
d thyas be at peace with him: The Words of bis 
t is mouth were ſmoother than Buttty, but War was in 
immi{}o's Heart: bis Words were ſofter -than Oyl, yet 
d thaf»?'re they drywn Swords, © And is not this great 
. BuYſngratitude, tragically to cur the throat of 
1s, anlYour Friends Reputarion, both Religiouſly and 
r Lorjotherwiſe, that is, as Men and Chriitians. Alas! 
-m myſJ"t5 to be ſuppoſed, you have Joſt ſome of vour 
1\iciouYDiſciplies, makes you fo peeviſh, pertiſh, froward, 
is aQJand unkind to your Friends, Rut if wheretts fot, 
woulQbave blackned and blaſted them, if: jr ſhout ot 

be true, how ridiculous will you appeartto: Four 
Friends and Neighbours ; nay, ant tothe wholke | 
world, Bur if you pretend to plead Juftifica- * 
9 tion, 
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cither ignorantly, or worſe, But you furth 
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tion. do not ſpare us, nor- any particular perſon 
of us, but that we may prrge ont the Guilty, 
any be ; bur it ſeems as yet, thou art the man, 
In the next place, you come to ſhew what Argu- ſ* f 
ment is uſed to obrain this Profelyte, and that EF! 
Is fay you, «They urge Dipping, and lay ſuch F © 
*fſtreſs upon ir, that they ma':e it a ſalve for FC 
* every ſpiritual ſore, and make all Religion inÞ - 
«going down into the Water. a* 

Reply, Now Sir, herein you ſhew your 1gno-ÞÞ0! 
rance, or at leaſt your malic?, which is worle re 
(againſt Dipping) raking the boldneſs to charge usÞ'a! 
with what 15 poſitively falſe, as if it were ons 
purpoſe ro ridicule the Truth, or the people that Þo ' 
Proteſs it (or both) : for all good Chriſtians, nay, pb 
them that are but half Chriſtians that know 
us well, do know and can teſtify, if need be, 
That we are ſo far from making Going down 
Into the Water a ſalve for every ſpiritual ſore, 
that we cannot admir ir, until the perfon defr 
Ig it, do bring forth Workbs meet for Repentance, be 
ing truly humbled for their Sins or ſpiritual 
Sores, and be converted, 47s 3.19. Or as faith 
our Saviour, Repent, and believe the Goſpel, Mark 
I.I5. Andas the Apoſtle Pau! raught, both te 
the 7ews and to the Grechs, Reprntance nowaril 
God, and Faith trwards our Lord Jeſus Chrift, AN 
25, 21. Thus Repenting of. their Dead Work 
and believing the Golpe], that is to have faith! 
the blood of Jeſus, and that he died for our fin 
and 'roſe again for ovr juſitficationz and nd 
till then do we go down with them into the W 
ter tO Dip or Baptize them, and then do we Hur 
them in the Water by Baptiſm, as in Rom. 6. 4 
Col.2, 12. And therefore you groſly abule 


| 


I 3 
fay thus. viz. © Bur alas! what kind of courſe: 8 
« js this, to take advantage of the bodily Weak» * 
nan, I neſs, and infirmity and confuſion of their minis, 
reu-* to win perſons, or rather draw them ro a 
that F*varty. How contrary 1s this to the free ani 
ſuch | open preaching of the Go'pel, praftic'd by 
> for (Chroſt anc his Apoſtles, 
nin Zkep!y, Bur Sir, alas | what courſe 1s this yon 
ate to ridicule an innoter® people that ab- 
gno- ſors the taking the advantage of whar you 
vorſe (pretend they do, to make a prolelyte-ro a 
geusParty; as if we were lo greedy of Profelytes, 
» ons thar we carch men in Diftradtion? Why, 
- thatſio you think we have need of Mad-men! @Qr 
,nay, ſ#bat do you mean by taking advantage of their 
knowFVcakneſs and Infirmity, and confufton-of Mind, 
4 beſo win or draw to a Party ? Burt. pray Sir, do 
downſot you muſe, as you'uſe 2 Who has been more 
ſy and 1nduftrions than © your ſelf with this 
oor wretch, you make all this Harangue a- 
Sout to draw him-to a Party? And upon your 
l Succeſs, you raiſe -a Clamour 'upon others, 
; ſairhſſo clear you ; and having diged a Pit for 
MarbſShem, fall 1n your felf, and muſt he expoſed 
2th cofſo open Shame and Reproof 3; pray God grant 
»wardiffou grace unto Repentance : For moſt certain» 
s, Al, this practice of yours hath been mighty 
V orkiYentrary ro the free and open preaching 'of 
ith ihe Goſpel, prafiſed by Chritt and his Apoſtles : 
ar fnsÞnd 1 with it might be more the care 'ot all 
4 noflood Chriſtians to keep to that. Rule of Chriſt, 
e Wan! then no ſach evil Surmiſings, Whiſperings, 
e buryſod Backbirings, would appear, But you far- 
m. 6. er ſay, viz. - © Truth "ſeeks not corner, but 
zuſe uff loves the cleareſt Light, and gets moſt-ground 
oy when it meets.its Enemies 1n their full Wy 
© ana; 


+: 
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” Kand: they have all the advantage on their ſide 


- © they can wifh or d:ſire; to a& otherway; 
« argues a bad Canſe, or at leaſt a raſh Teal, 
© to promote a good one 1n a wrong war', 
Reply, Truly this is manly, and Chriſtian); 
ſaid, Pray let this be made good on your 
part: We do believe on our pari, we ought 
to ſeck no Corger; nor are we a{hamel or 
afraid to meet our Enemy open'y, Nay, ve 
will account him our Friend that convinczrh 
us. of Error. Let Truth prevail, and no wrong 
can he- done to either Party: Pray therefore 
ler us come to a publick Tryal of the marrter: 
Which-if you refuſe this {as you ſay) it argues 
a bad Cauſe, or a raſh Zeal, or both. Let vi 


therefore 'come to the cleareſt Light, witli 


cool and even Tempers in a friendly manner 
with fincere Endeavours to be at peace by 
right Underſtanding; and by the bleſſing 0 
God, 1} hope we may come to an amicab 
concluſion ; if you can bur ſubmit to: reced: 
from your Errors {if any be,) and wherein i: 
appeats we are guilty, we ſhall, T hope, fut 
mic, And in your following Diſcourſe, yo 


ſeem much concerned, wiſhing ſuch Proceed 
ings might be Jaid down, Now what Pre ab 


ceedings theſe are, 1 (ſuppoſe to be the 1rrey 
lar PraGtices thole 4nabaptifis, as you call then 
have taken, as your ſay, But your Words arg 
wiz, ©*© Would to God fuch Proceedings migh 
&« be laid down, and men do ſo no more, 
© upon my own Experience,. and: not a fingl 
« one only they- have done, Let Chriſtiar 
&« labour to build up one another in Faith | 
, « Chrift, in love to God and Man, and ſtir u 

« one another to -good Works; and _ 
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ay; [how they trouble themſelves,- or their Breth- 


«ren (eſpectally ar ſo unſeaſonable Times,) 
 J* with Quelſtions-tending to endleſs Strife and 
.nj « Debate, raiſing Doubts and Scraples, and 
-ourf}* firiking Dread and Terror 'into ignorant and 
1oheſf weak Souls, making them ro queſtion their 
| orff*erernal Welfare, if they do nor preſently ſub- 
- wel ſcribe their Principles. But enough of this 3 
cath yer I hope not too much, becauſe my matrer 
One {leads me to 1t, and cannot bur judge it ne- 
Fforelt* ceſlary 3 God grant it may be profitable, 


ter, 


Reply Firſt, You pray God they would do 
0 no more, as upen your - own Experience, 
ind not a fingle one as-they have done. Then 
t ſeems ſeveral are guilty as upon your own 


nner 
by Experience (as you ſay;) Pray be pleaſed to 
1g ofÞring them out of their Corners, and bring them 


So the lighr, that their Deeds may be reprov- 
ecei$d, and the Innocent may not ſuffer with the 
(Fpuilty. 1f this be not done, and you do not 
ſign the Criminals, it muſt be concluded you 
Fannot; and then in what a ſhameful caſe will 
ceedFJou appear. Secondly, That Chriſtians ſhould 
abour to build up one another in Faith in 
hriſt, and love ro God and Man: This is 
ood Chriſtian Advice ; and- had you foHowed 


as arethe Advice you give, you could never have 
mighamorec, fſlandered, and repreſented vs in ſo 
re, aÞul a Dreſs as you have done; an therefore 
fing\F$'0» art inexcuſ1ble O Man! whoſoever thou art 
iſtianÞp4t judgeft; For wherein thou- judgeſt another, 
ith io» condemnef} thy ſelf, For thou that judge, 
ſtir uſoit the ſame things, Rom. 2. 1. Thirdly, You 


zewarfdviſe to ftir up one another to good Works,  : 
id beware of troubling themſelves or their :/, 


; "p [ 22 ] ; pur 
Strifes Sedition, Backbiting, Whiſpering, Swel- yY 
lings, and provoking to evil Works, by :ronh- 0 
ling your ſelf and the Brethren, by your unkind 1 
RetleRions without canſe, (and at ſuch” unſez- ;J 
ſonable times) with what tends to endleſs Strife 
and Debate, raiſing Doubrs and Scruples in the \ 
Ignorant and, Weak, that they may dread ff 
pernitious a people, as you reprefent vs to be; 
Fourthly, All this you ſay we are guilty of, to 
ſuch as do not preſently ſubſcribe to our Prin- 
Ciples 3 it were. well if you would explain you 
ſelf better ; But if any would know what our 
Principles are, they may be fouud in Heb. 6, 1.2 
Fifthly, (You iay,) but Enough of this; ye 
you hope not. too mych, becauſe your matte 
lead you to 1t, Pray, what matter could leat 
you to rake up dirt to throw at us? Why 
you tell us, * you judgedit neceſiary; God gran 
& 1t may be profitable, 


Reply, 1 preſure, upon cooler confideratio 
you will find cauſe to alter your judgment, ani 
that it was neither neceſſary nor profitable, whe 
you come te make good your Charge again; 
us. - But if you can do it, we ſhall not take | 
11], to find out the Guilty, if any be: but ſti] 
It remains unkind, that you make no bette 
diſtintion between the Nocent and the Jnnd 
cent; We deſire therefore that you. prepat 

| to micet' us operily,, and aſſign your time an 

| - Place, and upon reaſonable Notice, ſome of u 
(God willing) ſhall attend you, to try the ma 
ter» And Firſt, We do demand of you ſatisfatt 
on to the (everal Scandals and Slanders that 
fay, you have unjuſtly laid upon us.. Second 
.We are ready to try the Cauſe whether Dj 


S:2K h 
ying or Spriabling be moti Antient, And Third- 
ef, We deny Sprinkling of Infants to be- the 
U-Y Baptiſm of Chriſt. And Fourtbly, We are-rea- 
ndBay ro prove, that Dipping is Baprizing, and thar 
ſeaY;: is according to Chrilt's Inſtitution, . Now 
iefmake good what you ſay, in the 45th, page of 
they,our Book, © That Truth feeks no corner, 
4 ſo bur loves the cleareſt Light, and gers moft 
> be; «-rcund when 1t meets its. Enemies in their 
', 0K full ſtrength; and they have all the Advan- 
PIlllſic tage on their ſide they can wiſh or deſire: 
yourk« To a& otherways, argues a bad Cauſe, or 
C Ou'B+ ar leaſt a raſh Zeal, to promote a good one 
1. Sin a wrong Way. A 

yel 


att Now if you ſpeak as you mean, the whole 
| leaMeceir that you have alledged, will be by you 
W lyully diſcovered, and we defire it in afriend! 

graWanner, without Heats and Paſſions, but wir 

zol and even Tempers let us debate the mats 
. xr for Truth's fake only and nor for Victory; 
ration which doing, a right Underſtanding may be 
t, Bad, and all Animofities Jaid afige, Pray let vs 
, Wheue on Bowels of Charity one for another, 
again'Gith all meekneſs, ſweetneſs, . tenderneſs, love 
take Wd goodneſs, withour any corrupt: Communi- 
put Niﬀtion ; but that which is to the uſe of Edifying, 
bettFut it may miniſter grace unto the Htarers, Ephel, 


> Ion 29, Having the Wiſdom that is from above, which 
prepal ru pure, then yeacealle, gentle and tafy to be 
me anfrreared, full of mircy and good fruits, without 
ie of Vſrtiality and without bippecriſy,. Jam. 3. 17. 

Ne ma 
tisfaU' Sir, I-am a Stranger tO you, and- ro the 
that "ole matter, any otherwiſe then as 1 meet 
Secondl 


th it in your Book, (and ſome Friends neax . 
. J . 
her Diu gives ſome Account,) which hath loades 
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your Book, we could have paſs'd It over it 
filence, But finding no expedient to clear the 
Truth and Repucarion of it, but by a public 
Enquiry after thoſe perſons ro whom you haye 
laid a heavy Charge; which if you as publick 
ly prove again(} them as you have accuſed them 
you acquit your ſelf ro ſome good degree. - Thi 
being done, and the Innocent clear'd, will be 

. a full ſatisfaRtion; hoping you will be more cay 
tious for time to come, how you publiſh marrer 
ſo unwarily, as (I. preſume) you muſt needs bi 
conſcious ro your (elf that you have a_—_ 
am ſorry for the occaſion that is given, 
me to take this trouble: I am ſure, 1 s1 
unwillingly, only for the ſake of the oy ; 
and the- 1importunity. of ſome - Friends, 
think me fitter for the Service, rhan I R 
my (elf; yet, I hope neither to be afraid « 
aſhame to contend earneltly for the __ 
that was once delivered to the Saints ; 
would 1 be ſenſortous of ſuch with hack 
Differ; . but charitably and ſoberly, with 
readineſs of mind imbrace the Truth from at 
thar are defirous to communicate the fat z 
ſearching the Scriptures whether thoſe thinj 
be ſo, Ads 17. 11. And that we might 
preſs aſter the Knowledge of God, accordt 

' to the Primitive purity of the Goſpel, Is t I 

: 
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with a. greater weight than is fit to he 'bory 
yet were 1t not that the pretious Truths of Goe 
luffers by ir, by every ſcoffing [/mael thar read 


hearty Prayer of an unworthy _— 
Chriſt, 


And as to the Point of Bapti/m, we refer tha 
-the. following Treatiſe, (formerly wW rien by 4 


